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MCU Independent Ethical Review Board (ERB)
1174 E 2700 S STE 2, SLC, UT 84106-2671
1-866-680-2756│1-801-649-5230
Fax: 1-866-207-2024│erb@midwifery.edu

ETHICAL REVIEW BOARD POLICY

All research projects that involve the use of human subjects are required to receive approval from the MCU Independent Ethical Review Board (ERB) prior to beginning any research with human subjects. ERB approval must be maintained during the entirety of data collection through analysis. The ERB will make the final determination as to whether or not a research project constitutes human subjects research; researchers are asked to complete the Review Level Determination Form initially to decide whether a full ERB proposal is necessary. 
Rationale

To support our student’s and faculty’s efforts in quality, rigorous, and ethical research, MCU has formed an Independent Ethical Review Board (ERB) to review all research projects involving human subjects. This Board will enhance the ability of our students and faculty to gain access to information from private or governmental records and/or statistical databases; will assist in moving research results to peer-reviewed publication and dissemination venues; and will help to ensure all research conducted in MCU’s name is undertaken with the utmost ethical consideration to research participants. 
Mission

The mission of the ERB is to ensure the ethical and non-coercive treatment of human subjects, while providing students and faculty the opportunity to engage rigorous and pioneering research.
Procedures and Timeline
	Implementation 

Detail
	Person responsible
	Required

date

	If the investigators believe the research project does not involve human subjects, a Review Level Determination form must be submitted in place of a full proposal to the ERB for approval.
If the research project does involve human subjects, investigators submit a full proposal (Initial Application/Protocol) to the ERB.
	Principal investigator, student investigator, co-investigator
	Review Level Determination form OR Initial Application must be received and approved by the ERB prior to commencing research

	Chairperson or Co-Chair of the ERB determines level of review for the proposal required (full board, exempt or expedited).
	Chairperson or Co-Chair 
	Within 1 week of proposal submission

	Proposal undergoes the appropriate level of review
	Chairperson, Co-Chair, or Full Board
	Within 4 weeks of proposal submission.

	Proposal decision is made and investigators informed of decision.
	Chairperson 
	Within 1 week of proposal decision

	Investigators respond to proposal decision. Revisions are submitted by investigators, as necessary.
	Principal investigator, student investigator, co-investigator
	Timeline determined by investigators

	Revised proposals undergo review. Revisions follow the same timeline as above for initial proposals.
	Chairperson, Co-Chair or Full Board
	See initial proposal timeline

	Continuing Review applications must be submitted to the ERB at least 6 weeks in advance of the expiration date stated on the approval notice.
Project Revision forms and Exception/Deviation reports must be submitted to the ERB, as necessary, throughout data collection and analysis 
	Principal investigator, student investigator, co-investigator
	Continuing Review application: At least 6 weeks in advance of study expiration
Project Revision form and Exception/Deviation Report: within 10 business days of decision to revise project and/or of exception/deviation occurrence. 

	Continuing Review applications, Project Revision forms, and Exception/Deviation reports reviewed by the ERB
	Chairperson, Co-Chair, or Full Board
	Within 4 weeks of Continuing Review application, Project Revision form, or Exception/Deviation report receipt

	Final Reports must be submitted to the ERB when all data collection and analysis activities are complete.
	Principal investigator, student investigator, co-investigator
	Within 4 weeks of project end.
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